General Chemistry
                     Santa Susana High School, SVUSD
Mr. Thaler


PLEASE READ, SIGN, COPY, AND RETURN ORIGINAL TO MR. THALER.  THANK YOU.

A COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT IS AVAILABLE FOR YOUR RECORDS AT www.webspawner.com/users/sshschemistry .
Course Description:  

Chemistry deals with the substances that make up our environment and the changes that take place in these substances.  General (i.e., not college preparatory) chemistry is a two semester, California standards-based course for tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade students, and is intended to partially satisfy the science requirements for high school graduation.

While general chemistry students will not be held accountable for the level of math proficiency of college-preparatory students, California chemistry standards, as they are written, require that all chemistry students be capable of a certain degree of math competency—specifically a knowledge of fractions and basic algebra.
General Course Objectives: 

(For a detailed outline, go to www.webspawner.com/users/ sshschemistry, or refer to the brochure for this course.  Also, detailed outlines will be available to students each semester.)

SEMESTER ONE
Unit I—Chemistry Fundamentals
Unit II—Atomic Structure and Introduction to Nuclear Chemistry
Unit III—Chemical Bonds 
Unit IV—Conservation of Matter and Stoichiometry 

SEMESTER TWO
Unit V—Chemical Thermodynamics and Kinetic-Molecular Theory 
Unit VI—Solutions And Acids, Bases, and Salts 
Unit VII--Organic Molecules 
Grading Policy: 

There are typically 1000 to 1500 points available per semester.  Cumulative available points equal 100 percent.  (A test point, for example, equals a homework point; neither is weighted more or less than the other.)  The following scale will be used for assigning letter grades:

A = 100 - 90%      B = 89 - 80%      C = 79 - 70%      D = 69 - 60%.


There is no extra credit available other than board points (see below), which will be explained further in class.
Classroom Rules:

I expect students to be studious and courteous at all times in my class:

1.   
Our primary goal in this class is to learn chemistry.  Students will respect the rights of others to learn in a safe, enlightening, and productive environment.  

2
Be on time!  Otherwise, consequences will not be pleasant.  

3. 
Come to class with your textbook, a pen and/or a pencil, a notebook—standard equipment—plus any necessary supplementary materials, and be prepared to take notes. 


4. 
Be prepared to participate in class discussions, which will be based on the reading and/or homework.  Also, be prepared to participate in board work—a good source of bonus credit.

5. 
Raise your hand if you wish to add something to lectures or discussions.  Otherwise, when I am addressing the class—that is, lecturing—DON'T TALK. 

6. 
NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED, other than makeup work for a justified absence on the day it was due.  You will have two days for everyday missed, beginning the day you return to school from an absence, to make up homework, quizzes, and tests for credit.  LAB EXERCISES MAY NOT BE MADE UP.  I have measures in place for genuinely extenuating circumstances—as determined by me.

7.  
NO CELL PHONES, iPODs, HEADPHONES, BOOKS OTHER THAN CHEMISTRY, ETC.—If I see these items out in class, I will take them  This goes for using a phone's calculator, too.  Buy a calculator.

8.  
IT IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT YOU GET A SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR.  You'll need one.  (They typically range from $10 to $15.)  Graphing calculators are fine, too!
Laboratory Rules:

Same as classroom rules, plus:

IMPORTANT: There will be zero tolerance for behavior by any student that infringes upon the right of other students to learn and experience science. This especially applies to the laboratory, where bad behavior can endanger other students. I will take any measures necessary to eliminate disruptive elements from my classroom or laboratory.   General chemistry is not a lab-based course, and lab privileges will be revoked swiftly for inappropriate behavior.

Students and their parents will be required to sign a laboratory safety contract before students will be allowed to do lab work. 

Assignments and Points:

All assignments will be announced in class as they come up, and they will be posted on yourhomework.com, exclusively (Course ID: 20381).  If you do not have internet access, then you had better pay close attention when I am giving out homework.  (By the way, everyone on the SSHS campus has internet access.)

Homework assignments will typically be worth 10 points each.  Lab write-ups will be worth 15 points each.

There will be reading quizzes (pre-quizzes) on most chapters (10-20 points, each), follow-up quizzes on most chapters (20-30 pts each), and 100-point exams on approximately every unit.  There will be a semester-cumulative final exam, worth 200 points, at the end of each semester.

IT IS UNLIKELY THAT YOU WILL PASS THE CLASS IF YOU FAIL TO CONSISTANTLY DO THE HOMEWORK AND LAB REPORTS.

Textbook: 
Wilbraham, A.C., Staley, D.D., Matta, M.S., and Waterman, E.L. (2007). Chemistry. Boston, MA: Pearson Prentice Hall.
Laboratory Manual:
LeMay, H.E., Beall, H., Robblee, K.M., and Brower, D.C. (2000, 1996). Chemistry: Connections to Our Changing World, Laboratory Manual. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.

I have read, understand, and agree to abide by the rules and regulations detailed above.

Student_______________________________________________________ Date_________________




Sign and print.

Parent/Guardian_________________________________________________Date________________




Sign and print.
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